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Pastor’s Pen 
 

There are certain phrases 
that are quintessentially British 
(watch out for them slipping into 
the occasional sermon). For exam-
ple, when boarding the Tube (the 
Subway) in bustling London you will hear, without fail, 
the PA announcement: “Mind the Gap!” These 3 words 
have made it on to T-shirts, coffee cups, key-chains and 
anything else that sells.  

 
A sign often seen outside 
churches is “CH_ _ CH: 
What’s missing? U R”  
Filling gaps is a timeless chal-
lenge with God asking the 
question thousands of years 

ago, “Who will stand before me in the gap on behalf of 
the land?” (Ezekiel 22:30) Personally, I am so thankful for 
the many people who fill the several and various roles in 
the life of First United Methodist Church. Of course, some 
gaps remain. Over the next few weeks, please prayerfully 
consider where God wants you to fill a gap, especially in 
readiness for our fuller Fall season and 2021 Nomina-
tions.  
 

There is a well-trod story about four people named 
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Discipleship Opportunities 
Does your vehicle have a personality of Biblical proportion? 

As our first and only community outreach event this year, we are planning a Trunk or Treat.   

Church families decorate their car with a Biblical theme and hand out candy to the kids who come 

by to hear about your car’s story from God’s true word!   
 

There are tons of stories to pick from!  Got a muscle car - why that’s Samson!  Drive an 

“undesirable” - the woman at the well!  A truck - turn it into a ship that Paul sailed to Greece!  Is 

your car red? Why not transform it into the fiery furnace of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego?  

There’re lots of possibilities! 
 

Our Trunk or Treat is a great way for our church to minister to families in the community who do 

not know that Jesus came to give us the “ultimate treat” - eternal life!  Want to help, just let Janell 

know via e-mail at janell@fantasticfirst.org or voice/text at 813 786.9847. 

Please note, this event (and/or it’s particulars) is subject to change. 

Romans 

By Dr. David Jeremiah 
 

Many today consider the letter to the 

Romans to be Paul’s greatest work. 

Divided into two parts, Romans explains the righteousness of 

God and why it must be proclaimed and then gives instructions 

on how we are to respond to His righteousness in our daily 

lives and within the church. 
 

Begins: Wednesday, 09/16 at 9AM 

Location: Zoom Room #1 on website 

Ends: 12/09 (off the week of Thanksgiving) 

Facilitated by Betty Clark  

Contact Betty to secure your workbook. 

Fri. Oct. 23rd 6-8pm 
Dinner from Subs N Such 

Cost $10 

Women’s Mission Trip & Retreat 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
6TH ANNUAL 

: TEXT 

RSVP 

Sandy 

813-298-5803 
by Wed. 10/21 

The Gospel of John 
By Dr. David Jeremiah 
 

One of Jesus’ three closest and most trusted 

friends, John reveals how Jesus came to provide 

“living water” to quench our deep spiritual thirst for 

the things of God.  He shows how Jesus is the 

“bread of life” who satisfies our deep spiritual hun-

ger. 
 

Begins: Monday, 09/14 at 7PM 

Location: Zoom Room #1 on website 

Ends: 10/26 (off 10/05 for Art Class) 

Facilitated by Janell Lockhart 

Contact Janell to secure your workbook. 

Working in the OCC Atlanta Distribution Warehouse 
 

Dates: Thurs. Dec 10th - Sat. Dec. 12th    

Departure Time: Noon 

Return Time: 9pm 

Cost: $150 + meals (Dbl occupancy room, travel & t-shirt) 
 

SPACE IS LIMITED! 
Secure your spot today by turning in 

your post-dated (11/22/20) check 

to Janell Lockhart 

Our church continues to meet the 
call regarding our sister church, El 
Bon. In light of economic factors, 
the COVID situation, & the recent 
hurricane, Cuba is in desperate 
need of financial support to ensure 
families have their basic needs 
met.  I thank everyone for their 
prayers for Cuba and for the sup-
port Please continue to pray! 
 
Hurricane Laura Impact: The 
District Superintendent in Cuba 
said,  "Sister Lynn God bless you, 
thank God all is good. Yesterday I 
contacted most of the 49 pastors 
in my district, and did not have 
affectations. God took care of us 
all. Thank you for your concern 
and for your prayers." 
 
Pastor Darier said: "Thanks to 
God, all is well. The ceiling of our 
house now is very bad. We had to 
collect all belongings and pass the 
night in the church for I thought 
that with the winds it would fall. 
But, when came dawn and I saw 
that all was well, I knew that the 
angels of the Lord supported the 
ceiling. I am in wait of more ce-
ment so we can end the construc-
tion of the new house pasto-

ral.  God is with us, that's the best, 
we may lack a house, money, 
food, anything, but if you have 
God, nothing else is missing, we 
have everything."  
 
Regarding El Bon parsonage 
construction:  July 17, 2020 "The 
bishop was visiting here yesterday 
and remained really impressed 
with everything.  He gave praise 
and we had a very special time. 
He said if there is an opportunity 
that Lutz is in Havana that he wel-
comes to his church and he gives 
thanks to the church of Lutz for all 
that we have done for El Bon."   
 
All of Cuba is experiencing food 
and diesel shortages.  I have 
heard stories about pastors feed-
ing on Mangos only during this 
time of scarcity.  Still there is no 
flour to cook with. However, Pastor 
Darier is experimenting in making 
flour from bananas.  In order to 
purchase a chicken they have to 
stand in a line at a very early hour 
on a certain day in their town and 
wait to buy one before they are 
gone.  Report from Pastor Dari-
er:  "God is good.  We already can 
eat of our fruits in the breeding of 

pigs. We are helping each other in 
the moments but difficult when 
there is little food in the stores. 
Thanks for its seed that already 
today gives fruits.  Thanks to the 
funds from FUMC Lutz we have 
the mama pig and 2 pigs ready for 
slaughter and 7 baby piglets grow-
ing.  Monday we prepared a pig to 
eat.  I have a person in the church 
who is in charge of investigating 
who are the most needy people in 
the church or in the community. 
Her name is Irelda. She makes a 
list with their names and we see 
the number of portions of the pig 
and the youth deliver the meat to 
these houses." 
 
Regarding Youth: Pastora Dayani 
reports what she is doing with the 
youth and the funds that our youth 
raised and presented to her in 
March..."Yesterday after 5 months 
anxiously waiting to be given per-
mission again to go to the Pilón 
Nursing Home to do social work 
with the old people, in addition to 
bringing the word of God, we were 
able to go.  This is a part of the 
youth project, a fund that we use 
of the money Lutz youth presented 
me for this job. We also created as 

part of the project the youth sew-
ing workshop, to bless our church 
and for the activities that we are 
going to do in the streets.  In Sep-
tember we plan to begin in the 
streets, we are already preparing 
for those moments for the issue of 
the Corona virus because there 
are hygienic sanitary measures 
established by the government 
and that must be complied with for 
the well-being of all.  I am very 
excited about everything and hap-
py, the young people are also hap-
py with this. The name of the youth 
project is called “Hands In Ac-
tion”. Thank you Lutz! 
 
Regarding school:  “School start-
ed tonight in our Bon Methodist 
Church under the motto: ‘With a 
breath of the Spirit, God will bring 
Revival.’ They are God’s Days!!!” 
 
Coming soon: a special El Bon/
Sierra Maestra page on our web-
site! We will be able to share pic-
tures we have received and have 
the ability to keep everyone updat-
ed to the glorious grace God is 
bestowing on them. 
 



Saturday, September 12, 9am—Noon (or when the Spirit moves)  
RSVP to Ryan Martin (813-205-8077) or martinry@hotmail.com 

Come One! Come All! Church Work Day 

To prepare the parsonage for renting, a 
work day is planned for Saturday, Sep-
tember 12. The Trustees are happy to 
report that the parsonage "showed real 
well" at a recent walkthrough.  It has 
been left in good shape and is sufficient-
ly cleaned out.   It was determined that 
the most essential things that need to 
happen at this time is paint (an off white 
color for the purpose of renting) on the 
walls and baseboards of virtually every 
room and carpet to be replaced with tile.  
 
We’ll also need to take trips to the 

dumpster. Painters will be assigned to 
each room. Please call/text Ryan Martin, 
by September 10, if you can help so we 
have an idea of numbers.  
You can come for an hour, two hours or 
the whole morning. The more folk the 
quicker we can finish. 

This is a fluid project with a fluid sched-

ule, so things can change.  Either way, 

it's a great opportunity for the church to 

be a steward of the gifts that God has 

given to us.  We look forward to seeing 

how this gift might bear fruit.   
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contacted most of the 49 pastors 
in my district, and did not have 
affectations. God took care of us 
all. Thank you for your concern 
and for your prayers." 
 
Pastor Darier said: "Thanks to 
God, all is well. The ceiling of our 
house now is very bad. We had to 
collect all belongings and pass the 
night in the church for I thought 
that with the winds it would fall. 
But, when came dawn and I saw 
that all was well, I knew that the 
angels of the Lord supported the 
ceiling. I am in wait of more ce-
ment so we can end the construc-
tion of the new house pasto-

ral.  God is with us, that's the best, 
we may lack a house, money, 
food, anything, but if you have 
God, nothing else is missing, we 
have everything."  
 
Regarding El Bon parsonage 
construction:  July 17, 2020 "The 
bishop was visiting here yesterday 
and remained really impressed 
with everything.  He gave praise 
and we had a very special time. 
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Cuba Update by Lynn - "With a breath of the Spirit God will bring Revival". They are God's Days !!!" 



After approximately 3 years of research, negotiations, outside legal counsel reviews, contract revisions, 
communications with other churches & the Conference Office,  our Trustees, Church Council and District 
Office have given their approval for us to sign a contract with a company to construct a cell tower on our 
property. You may recall a sermon last year where Pastor Rick discussed the cell tower and provided a 
handout to congregation members that discussed the reasons for pursuing this project. Our goal is to 
erect a structure in the shape of a cross and the income generated from the cell tower will provide sup-
port to and expand missions outreach or any other worthy endeavor as determined by the Council. Pas-
tor Chris is equally excited about the opportunities that this will provide, and has served at other church-
es who have had good experiences with cell towers. 
 
A cross structure will require permission from the County; if we do not get the variance for a cross, a 
flagpole structure will be erected instead. The flagpole has the same vertical structure as the cross, but 
with no horizontal member attached. Safety was a major consideration, and reports are available which 
show these to be safe. Many other churches, and twenty public schools in Hillsborough County, have 
erected cell towers on their property.  
 
Once the contract is signed, site assessment and testing as well as the government approval process 
starts and it could take anywhere from 6 months to 2 years before construction would begin.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the chairman of our Cell Tower Committee, Tim 
Vorhees, at 813-927-7750 or tim.vorhees27@gmail.com.   You can also contact vicki@FantasticFirst.org, 
to receive a copy of the cell tower committee's final report or read it, along with the supporting docu-
mentation, online at www.fantasticfirst.org/celltower. 

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW? 
Cell Tower Update 

By Tim Vorhees 

Cross Tower Flag Pole Tower X marks the spot! 
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‘Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody’. An important job needed to be done and 
Everybody was sure Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did 
it. Somebody was sad because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody thought Anybody could 
do it, but Nobody realized Everybody wouldn’t do it. So, Everybody blamed Somebody 
when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.’ 
Imagine what would happen if Everybody caught the excitement of Who we are, Whom 
we are called to serve, and What power is available in the person of the Holy Spirit. Eve-
rybody would do it! 
 

You might pray this prayer: “Heavenly Father, it is beyond our understanding how You 
have set us apart, made us acceptable in Your sight by sacrificing Your Son. As if that 
weren’t enough, You have sent us Your Holy Spirit, our constant companion. Give each of 
us a new appreciation of what this means. Give us a new excitement and focus that we, 
like the early Church, may turn our community upside down or rather the right way up. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen”. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Chris 

Pastor’s Pen - continued from page 1 

5 

Family Trivia Night—Saturday 9/26 7pm 
15-20 shall gather in the Fellowship Hall 

and the rest will join on Zoom 
RSVP by 9/20 to sbirdwings@gmail.com 
Those who RSVP will get further details 

via email. 

Dinner Club  

For those interested joining a small group for 

dinner and fellowship, contact Darryln Caudill 

at 813-949-2181 to be put on the list for notifica-

tion once they are ready to start, possibly later 

this fall. She’d also like to hear from you if you’d 

rather no longer be on the dinner club list. 

Milestone Birthdays 
 (Age 85+) 

 
Hilda Wilsky turns 89 on Sept.1 
Harry Fetke turns 90 on Sept. 9 

Mary Esther Spell turns 90 on Sept. 24 

Heartfelt Condolences 

 
Our prayers and sympathy go out to the following families who  lost 
loved ones in the past month: 
 
Velma-Jean Kato on the loss of her long-time friend Cora Metzger. 
Cards may be sent to:  
Velma-Jean Kato 
207 Lake Hobbs Rd.  
Lutz, FL 33548 
 
Barbara Jackson  and family on the passing of her brother, James, 
8/26. He is now with his Heavenly Father and now at peace from pain 
and loneliness.  Cards may be sent to: 
Barbara and Joel Jackson 
23438 Cherbourg Loop,  
Land O' Lakes, FL 34639  
 
Keith Brown and family on the passing of his mother, Janice, 8/27. She 
passed peacefully and is no longer suffering with illness. 
Cards may be sent to: 
Keith and Lynne Brown 
1403 Pope Pl 
Lutz, FL 33549  



October 2018 UMM Retreat  
at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park – organized by Paul  

Thank you, Paul, for your selfless serving!  You are a true blessing to all who 
know you!  God loves you, and so do we! 

The United Methodist Men have selected Paul Hagenau as their September Volunteer of the Month!  Paul has 
been a member here, at Fantastic First, since 2004.  Paul announced last month that he would be stepping down 
as United Methodist Men’s president, but still plans to be an active member and we are all grateful for that.  Paul 
turned 83 years young last month and is staying as busy as ever.  He keeps doing the things that he loves and that 
keeps him going.  He continues to travel.  (Germany last year and South Carolina last month.)  Paul remains a fix-
ture in the classroom at Academy at the Lakes in Land O’ Lakes with the start of another school year.  (The ulti-
mate compliment.  They won’t let him go!)  He says that his students help him stay young.  Paul has many talents, 
and he uses them all to serve his Lord.  He is currently serving in the following ways (or has in the past): 
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Volunteer Of the Month 

 Voice Over for Celebration Event 
Videos 

 President of United Methodist 
Men (multiple years) 

 Liturgist (multiple years) 
 Skits 

 Pageants 

 Soliloquy of Peter 
 Last Supper Re-enactments 

 Greeter 
 Guard of the Tomb 

 Organizes Retreats 

 Usher Leader 
 Church Yard Sales for Missions 

 Planting plants, etc. when we 
moved into our new building 

 Staff Parish Relations Committee 
(multiple years) 

 Church Council (multiple years) 
 Committee on Lay Leadership 

(multiple years) 
 Celebration Event Planning and 

Video Making 
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Inside Story Headline 

KNOW—Discover Christ 

GROW—Discover Life in Christ 

GO—Discover Living For Christ 

3D Student Ministries  
 

Youth Night 
 

Wednesday Nights—6:30-8:15pm 
1st & 3rd Wednesday—Wednesday Night Jam! 

2nd & 4th Wednesday—Wednesday Night Squads!! 
Theme:  Squad Up!! 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study —With Bob Brittain 

9:45am Big House—for both guys and girls!! 

Study:  Finding Truth—Francis Chan 

Special Events—Coming Soon!! 

 

 

 

 

John 16:33 

“I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” 

56 Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Room 302—Matt Sargent 

Study: Narnia—Lion, Witch, Wardrobe 

 

PLANET 56 (Event Night) - TBA 

 

56 Wednesday Night— TBA 

Teacher(s) needed 
 

Contact Pastor Matt—813-370-8360 

Or matt@fantasticfirst.org 



Christian Social Services 

This month we are collecting cere-

al bars, peanut butter, and jelly. 

Thanks to an abundance of dona-

tions, CSS was able to fill 200 

backpacks for needy children. If 

you know one in need, please let 

them know  filled backpacks are 

still available! Parents would need 

to provide a birth certificate for 

each child. 

CSS is open on Tuesday, Thursday 

and Saturday from 10am to 4pm, 

weekly. 

This month we will be enjoying the classic movie, Babe. It’s 

a charming  story about a very talented pig  and will surely 

bring a smile to your heart! RSVP to Sherry Devore 

(sbirdwings@gmail.com) so we can plan for social distanced 

seating. 

Family Movie Night - September 18, 7pm 

First United Methodist 
Church of Lutz 

960 West Lutz Lake Fern Road 

Lutz, FL 33548 

813-949-1751 
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