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To all our friends at Fantastic First,  

 

“We can do all things through him who gives us strength” (Philippians 4:13) 

 

One of my favourite authors is the travel writer, Bill Bryson. In his recent book, ‘The 

Road to Little Dribbling’, not only do you accompany Bryson on his travels around 

the British Isles, you also get a treasure trove of historical nuggets concerning the 

landmarks he visits.  

 

Few are more fascinating than Stonehenge. Stonehenge, recently re-dated to the 

much earlier century of 2400 BC, boasts 17 colossal, vertical sarsen stones arranged 

in a circular form (originally there were around 30 of these stones).  Bryson writes, 

“The sarsen stones were brought from the Marlborough Downs, which are generally 

described as nearby, but you try dragging an 80,000 pound rock twenty miles over 

open ground and see how often you use the word ‘nearby’”. It’s the equivalent of 

transporting a fully loaded 18 wheeler semi for 20 miles with nothing but brute 

strength and the wind behind your back. Stonehenge is a visual reminder that there 

is no knowing what people can accomplish when they work together, shoulder to 

shoulder, united in purpose. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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DISCIPLESHIP OFFERINGS, SUNDAY AM 

Kingdom Men 
10:00am, meets at the picnic tables outside the playground 
Once in the building: Room 301 
Current Study: Daniel 
 

Sisters In Christ 
Sunday, 9:45am, in the shade on the playground 
Once in the building: Conference Room/Fellowship Area 
Current Study: The Holy Spirit in Us 
 

Wisdom Seekers 
Will resume once the building is open for Adult classes 
11:30am, Room 105 
Upcoming Study: You’ll Get Through This by Max Lucado 
 

Builders 
Will reconsider classroom meeting after Labor Day 

DISCIPLESHIP OFFERINGS 

via ZOOM  
 

WOMEN OF FAITH BIBLE STUDY 
Becoming More Than a Good Bible Study 
Girl 
Topic: From religious duty to living, moment-by-moment, 
deeply intimate relationship with God  
Monday, 7pm with Janell Lockhart 
 
WAM (WEDNESDAY AM) BIBLE STUDY 
Everything You Need by David Jeremiah 
Topic: Promises of God 
Wednesday, 9am with Betty Clark 
 
Colossians by Louie Giglio 
Topic: A verse by verse walk through the book of Colos-
sians 
Wednesday, 6pm with Bob Brittain 
 
Men’s Saturday AM Bible Study 
Topic: Varies each week 
Saturday, 8:00a with Frank Hearne 
 
Heart to Heart Sunday School, for married couples 
Sunday, 9:45am 
Contact Rebecca Lehman (727 543.1005) for meeting info 

Discipleship Opportunities 

We had to go to print with 
our newsletter but we are 

still working on the logistics 
for reopening our ADULT 
Sunday School Classes.  
Watch for an upcoming 

ENews! 

 

On Saturday, 8/8 at 8am the United Methodist Men will have 

their monthly breakfast. Men of all ages are welcome to 

gather together for breakfast and fellowship. Individually 

packed breakfasts from Keke’s will be provided.  

Please RSVP to Paul Hagenau (813-949-5771)  

or the church office by 8/6.  
Zoom will be available for those who wish to join remotely. 
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Pastors in Cuba typically make about $25 per month. Often both the husband and wife 
work full time in the ministry, yet they only make one salary.  

 

The average Cuban family with two working adults would typically make around $50 
per month. This shortfall between the average Cuban family with two incomes and av-
erage pastoral family is causing unnecessary financial hardship on many of our Cuban 
pastoral families. 
 

The Support A Pastor Program allows us to provide a love offering of an additional $25 
per month to these pastoral families to help provide them with a more reasonable, 
more livable provision. This makes a huge difference for these families who are work-
ing hard to share the gospel. 

Will you help? 

www.CubaMinistry.org/give 
Be sure to select “Sierra Maestra” District 

Never is this truer than with the people of God. Battles won against superior numbers, 

fiery furnaces defied by three companions, worlds transformed by lowly fishermen, God’s 

history is written when His people unite. A final prayer of Jesus was for unity, that the 

world would know we are His followers (John 17:23). During this pandemic, we at Fan-

tastic First have felt, at times, disconnected, separated from one another. Many of the 

ways we normally meet together have been curtailed or, for now at least, ceased. Let us 

therefore seek after new ways to connect, whether online gatherings, coordinated prayer 

times, or picking up the phone for a chat. I am sure you have creative ideas too; 

please let me know. 
 

Jesus said, “Father, my prayer is that they may be one as we are one; I in them and 

you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.” (John 17:22-23) 
 

Thank you for the fantastic welcome since arriving in July. Already my family and I feel 

very at home at Fantastic First!  
 

God’s blessings 

 

Pastor Chris 

(Continued from page 1 - Pastor’s pen) 

 Support A Pastor 
Lynn Bordelon (713-304-5966) 

Sierra Maestra District Coordinator 
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Save the Date! 
Art Class, taught by Lynne Brown,  

will be held on September 5th 

1—2:30pm.  

No experience necessary! 

Family Game Night 
Saturday, August 8 

7pm on Zoom 
RSVP to Sherry DeVore so 

she will know how many 
cards to send you. 

sbirdwings@gmail.com or  
         text 813-453-3923 

Meet and Greet  

with Pastor Chris 
 

Now through the end of September. 
Either at church or via Teleport. 

Schedule on the church website or call the church office. 
You will receive an email confirmation! 

 

He wants to get to know you! 
 

Pending 

approval 
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Condolences 
 

Our  prayers and heartfelt condolences are 
extended to: 
 

Dana Dove and family on the loss of her 
brother, Richard Elliot Jr.  
 

Cards may be sent to: 
Dana Dove and Family 
1412 May St 
Lutz, FL 33548 
 

Debra Vallejo and family on the passing of 
her husband, David (Pastor Rick's uncle)  
 

Cards may be sent to: 
Debra Vallejo 
4920 N Suwanee Ave 
Tampa, FL 33603 
 

The friends and family of our own Denise 
Ward, including her husband, Mark Ward 
and  sister-in-law, Trudy Newman. She was 
an active volunteer who willingly gave of her 
time and talents as a lay assistant, VBS, of-
fice volunteer, and caring caller. Her spar-
kling presence will be missed. 
 

Cards may be sent  to: 
Mark Ward 
1302 Oxbridge Dr 
Lutz, FL 33549-9325 
 

Trudy Newman 
4514 Birdsong Blvd 
Lutz, Fl 33559 
 

A Memorial service is being planned on  
August 14. More details will be forthcoming. 

Milestone Birthdays (Age 85+) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Betty Norvell will turn 96 on August 5th 

Dot Clausen will turn 99 on August 31st 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
 

Calling all Lovely Ladies of the church  
and their friends.  

Join us on August 29th for a socially distant 
evening at Sunset Beach.  

For those who want to carpool, we will meet 
and leave from the church at 4:30pm to ar-

rive at Sunset Beach by 6pm.  
A stop along the way will be made to gather 

food to munch on while bonding and  
watching the sunset. 
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Whatever you do, do it all for the Glory of God 
1 Corinthians 10:31b 

Are you aware? 
 

The Fantastic First website (www.FantasticFirst.org) provides an abundance of in-
formation and opportunities to connect virtually. Just scroll down to realize a vast ar-
ray of connections are waiting to be made. 
 
Pastor Chris Kirk has a page where you can get to know him better. He wants to 
meet you! Just click the link to sign up for a virtual meet and greet with him. This is 
your opportunity to ask him those questions you can’t, while standing in the lobby. 
 
Worship online with us! There is a video library of current and past sermons.  
 
Check out the video archives. You will find a great variety of interesting topics such 
as: 
 
 Friday Fun Facts hosted by Vicki Apple is a weekly series which updates you on 

the happenings of the week and introduces people from the life of the church. 
Make sure to log on weekly to see what Fun information Vicki has to share with 
you. 

 Matt’s Messages are Loft Labs produced by youth director Matt Sargent. They 
are vibrant messages directed toward the youth to get them thinking. Even the 
young at heart may learn something. Log on to find out! 

 Cliff’s Notes – Devotionals and music to bring you closer in your walk with Christ. 
Topics are timely. 

 Check out the calendar of Zoom meetings throughout the week. 
 There are links for making your tithes and offerings on line or  

requesting prayers. 
 
 

Our church website is the place to go to keep  
connected with your spiritual life and friends ! 

http://www.fantasticfirst.org
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KNOW—Discover Christ 

GROW—Discover Life in Christ 

GO—Discover Living For Christ 

3D Student Ministries  
 

Youth Night 
 

Wednesday Nights—6:30-8:15pm 
1st & 3rd Wednesday—Wednesday Night Jam! 

2nd & 4th Wednesday—Wednesday Night Squads!! 
Theme:  Squad Up!! 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study —With Bob Brittain 

9:45am Big House—for both guys and girls!! 

Study:  Finding Truth—Francis Chan 

Special Events—Coming Soon!! 

 

 

 

 

John 16:33 

“I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” 

56 Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Room 302—Matt Sargent 

Study: Narnia—Lion, Witch, Wardrobe 

 

PLANET 56 (Event Night) - TBA 

 

56 Wednesday Night— TBA 

Teacher(s) needed 

 

Contact Pastor Matt—813-370-8360 

Or matt@fantasticfirst.org 
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A love offering of 
non-perishable 

foods  for CSS will 
be collected to 

help fill the pantry 
and feed our com-

munity. 


