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Pastor’s Pen 

By Rev. Chris Kirk 

July, 2020 

The following are some excerpts from 
Dr. Jim Garlow’s book, Pastoral Transitions 

 

I Have Set Before You an Open Door 
 

To Our New Friends at Fantastic First, 
 
It was our first appointment in Florida and our parsonage was just yards from the church. One 
Sunday night, we discovered that we had locked our only set of car keys inside the trunk of the 
car. I promptly called Shane, a young man in our church, and newly-promoted to a senior posi-
tion in a SWAT team. Shane was unable to get to us quickly, but dispatched a nearby on-duty officer. Said officer was unable to 
open the car door, but knew of another officer who owned a special tool for unlocking car doors. Soon after the second officer ar-
rived, Shane, with Jacksonville SWAT, pulled up. Now, picture the scene - two patrol cars and a SWAT truck surrounding the 
church; not the type of attention we were aiming for! 
 
Have you ever been locked out, left outside, or refused access? One of the most heart-wrenching words in the human language is 
the word "closed.” In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve are banished from Eden, and the tragic chapter ends with the doorway to the tree  
 

(Continued on page 6 - Pastor Chris) 

Welcome Dee Denham to our Staff 
By Keli Crosland, SPRC Chair 

 
Dee will start July 7, 2020, as our part-time Communications Coordinator. She will primarily be 
working on the bulletin, newsletters, website, and social media.  
 
Dee has worked in churches before, as a pre-school director and as a teacher for Kindergarten and 
First Grade.  She has helped out in our office creating posters and slides, working on the publishing 
of our Lifetouch Pictorial Directory, and other random projects. She has also helped Janell with 
Sunday School lesson plans and printing materials. 
 

(Continued on page 5 - Welcome Dee Denham) 
Dee, with Daughter Sofia 

 

“Losing a Pastor” 
 

Remember, in life, change is a given. Everything, (except God) 
changes. It is inevitable. So don’t waste energy in denial or 
“fighting it”. 
 
The pastor didn’t leave because he doesn’t like you, he is 
simply trying to obey God. 
 
Encourage those around you that God’s hand is still on the 
church. 

Above all, stand by your church. She stood by you lots of 
times. This is one of those times your church needs you. Don’t 
leave. If you leave, it reveals things about you that you don’t 
want to hear. Don’t be divisive. 
 

(Continued on page 6 - Pastoral Transitions) 
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All kids, 3 years through 4th grade (and their parents) are invited to 
join us for Praising in Our PJs!  It’s a FUN-tastic time of games, shar-
ing and important message about God.  Each week we start our time 
with a crazy activity - like a Pet Parade, Show N Tell, a Scavenger 
Hunt or a Sidewalk Chalk Art Show!  Then we work on our Memory 
Verse and talk about an important message from God.  Each week 
kids are challenged to F.R.O.G. - Fully Rely On God, no matter what 
are circumstances may be!   

To participate in any of our Disciple-
ship Opportunities, enter our Virtual 
Room through our website: 
FantasticFirst.org, then click on the 
Zoom Meeting Icon 

3 3 

WHAT IS 

RIGHTNOW 

MEDIA?   

Think Netflix meets Jesus. 
RightNowMedia is a subscription-based website (or app) that 
contains nothing but Bible-based teachings, studies, kid friendly 
videos, music and more. Much of the video-based curriculum 
that we use comes from RNM. And, because First Lutz has a 
subscription, we are able to provide our congregants with the 
logon information. So, check it out - they’ve got everything from 
Bibleman videos to series on marriage and communication to 
Overcoming Anxiety during COVID-19 and a whole lot more! 
 

Go to:   RightNowMedia.org 
User:    media@fantasticfirst.org 
Pswd:   mediaviewer 

Discipleship Opportunities 

DISCIPLESHIP OFFERINGS via ZOOM  

Wednesday Connections: Wednesdays, 8am & 8pm 
 

Becoming More Than a Good Bible Study Girl 
Topic: Stepping out of the drudgery of religious duty to expe-
rience a living, moment-by-moment, deeply intimate relation-
ship with God  
Monday, 7pm with Janell Lockhart 
Target Group: Women 
Begins: July 6th 
Duration: 6 Weeks 
Contact Janell (813 786.9847) for a 
book & to reserve a spot 
 

You’ll Get Through This by Max Lucado 
Topic: Life during turbulent times 
Wednesday, 9am with Betty Clark 
Target Group: Women 
Begins: May 27th 
Duration: 8 Weeks 
Contact Janell (813 786.9847) for a book 
 

Colossians by Louie Giglio 
Topic: A verse by verse walk through the book of Colossians 
Wednesday, 6pm with Bob Brittain 
Target Group: All 
Begins: May 27th 
Duration: 8 Weeks 
No book needed 
 

Men’s Saturday AM Bible Study 
Topic: Varies each week 
Saturday, 8:30a with Frank Hearne 
Target Group: Men 
 

Kingdom Men Sunday School 
Sunday, 8:30am 
Current Study: Daniel 
 

Sisters In Christ Sunday School 
Sunday, 9:45am 
Current Study: The Holy Spirit in Us 
 

Heart to Heart Sunday School, for married couples 
Sunday, 9:45am 
Contact Rebecca Lehman (727 543.1005) for meeting info 
 

Praising in our PJs  Sunday School on Saturday! 
Saturday, 10am 
Target Group: Kids, ages 3 yrs - 4th grade 
 

Zoom Room Fun a fun time to visit with our friends! 
Tuesdays, 2pm 
Target Group: Kids, ages 3 yrs - 4th grade 

This study will be held at 
the Lockhart’s home & on 
Zoom.   Limit of 6 partici-
pants at the Lockhart’s. So-
cial Distancing will be prac-
ticed but masks are optional. 
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HOT DOG! IT’S TIME FOR CHURCH!!!! 

8:00 & 9:45 (Masks Required) 

11:30  (Masks Recommended) 

Chairs set up to observe social distancing guidelines. 

Children are invited to worship with their parents. 

Kingdom Men & Sisters in Christ are meeting outside by 
the playground at 9:45, and  zooming from home. 

 

Congratulations To Our Graduates 
(These are the names we know of) 

 

Ashley Buttner - USF, Education Degree 

Emmalyn Dunn - LOL HS 

Henry Paleveda - Home School HS 

Olivia Gaskins - Cypress Creek HS 

Maleah Hildebrand - LOL HS 

 

Baptisms 

The following reaffirmed their baptisms on June 7th: 

Jessica McIntosh 

Vicki Apple 

Mike Apple 

A great BIG thank you to the Martin Family for inviting us into 
their hearts and home, and for the use of their beautiful lake. 

 

What is ZOOM?: 

ZOOM is a modern way of communicating face-to-face 
online. The ZOOM schedule can be found on our website, and 
offers prayer, Sunday School classes, meetings, devotions and 
more. Just follow the directions below. Don’t miss out on the 
fun! Vicki Apple says, “The link is all over our home page, and 
in emails, and can even be texted to family and friends.” 
Questions? Call the church at (813) 949-1751. 

 

Are You Staying Connected? 

Go online to www.fantasticfirst.org. From the home page, you 
can: 

 View our Sunday Services 

 View Monday Devotionals with Pastor Rick 

 View Youth Messages, with Matt our Youth Director 

 View Friday Fun Facts, with Vicki Apple our Church 
Administrator 

 Link to Right Now Media for Bible studies and more 

 Link to ZOOM, to interact with others in the church.  

Our videos are also posted on Facebook. Follow us at https://
www.facebook.com/FantasticFirst.org/ 

How To: 

How to Get to our Website: Type in to your computer 
browser www.fantasticfirst.org, hit enter, and then scroll down. 

Free Bible Studies & Videos: Right Now Media offers the 
following: Kid Episodes, Training, Bible Studies, Easter, Youth, 
Marriage, Parenting, Women, Men, Books of the Bible, 
Apologetics, Christian Living, Doctrine & Theology, Small 
Groups, Mental Health & Recovery, College & Young Adults, 
History, Missions & Gospel Outreach, Biblical Finance, Work, 
Science, Worship, Leadership, Popular Teachers, Funny Video 
Clips, Real-Life Stories, Video Devotionals and even classes in 
Spanish! Be sure to check it out. This will be a great tool to be 
enjoyed with your daily devotionals! 

Here’s how to access free Bible studies & videos through 
Right Now Media for ALL AGES:  Go online to 
www.rightnowmedia.com. 
Right Now Media login: media@fantasticfirst.org 
Password: mediaviewer 

How to Get to a ZOOM Meeting: On your cell phone or tablet, 
go to your App Store or Play Store; then load the free app 
entitled ZOOM Cloud Meetings. You can do this on your 
computer, but you have to have a camera and a microphone 
connected. Click on Join a Meeting; On the Meeting ID line, it 
should say 440 152 9666 (if not, type it in); then click on Join 
Meeting; click on Join with Video; once connected, you can 
swipe to the left to see who all is connected (may need to 
swipe to the left more than once to see all in the meeting 
room). You can swipe left or right during the meeting to see the 
face of the one who is speaking. When you’re not speaking, 
you can mute your speaker at the bottom left. Just touch the 
screen, and the options appear. 

 

Operation Christmas Child Update 

If you are out and about, would you consider picking up items 
for the shoe boxes. July and August school supplies are on 

(Continued on page 5) 

Church News 
“...Your face, Lord, I will seek.” Psalm 27:8 
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sale. Suggestions: Small notebooks, pencils, pencil 
sharpeners, pens, crayons, pink erasers. Also, soap, 
washcloths, combs, play dough (50 cents at Walmart), small 
cars, balls (must fit in box). In mid-July, there will be OCC shoe 
boxes in foyer before and after services. Questions? Call 
Sandy at (813) 973-2070. Thanks so much! 

 

Our Heartfelt Condolences are Extended To 

Our hearts go out to Roxanne, Jeff & Nicholas Malin and 
family, on the sudden loss of her mom, Dee Salgado. A 
service is set at Adams & Jennings Funeral Home on 
Tuesday, June 22, at 3 PM. Cards can be sent to: 6514 
Winding Oak Dr., Tampa, FL 33625-4942. 

 

Thank Yous 

Words could never thank everyone for all of the love, gifts and 
well-wishes for our retirement. As you can imagine, our hearts 
are torn between saying goodbye to our Church family and 
moving on to the next chapter in our lives. One thing you can 
be sure of, though, is that we love you and will keep you in our 
hearts forever!  Love & Prayers ~ Pastor Rick & Vicki 

 

Rebeca Alvarez thanks everyone for their cards and call of 
condolence in the recent loss of her beloved dog, Mandy. She 
has rescued a cute little Terrier and named her Maggie. 

 

Ministries that are Still Happening 

Bible Classes: We are offering classes and sharing times 
through the ZOOM app (see Page 4 for class offerings and the 
above paragraph for how to become involved and how to get 

on ZOOM).  

Prayer Ministry: Did you know there’s a team of Prayer 
Warriors waiting to pray for and with you? Here’s how to 
submit prayer requests: Write them & place them in the Prayer 
Box on the Usher Table in the back of the Sanctuary, and then 
e-mail them to prayer4first@gmail.com, call the church office 
at 949-1751 or submit them on our website: http://
www.fantasticfirst.org/prayer. Please send updates and praise 
reports to Christine (757.608.8539) or Natalie (813.382.0594). 

Online Giving: Did you know that you can give online? E-
Giving is available at fantasticfirst.org. FMI, call Vicki Apple at 
(813) 949-1751. 

Worship Arts Department of Fantastic First: The music 
team is ministering with devotions and times of prayer through 
e-mail. If you’d like to join them, email cliff@fantasticfirst.org. 

 

Milestone Birthdays (Age 85+) 

Vera Goodchild will turn 88 on July 5th. 
Cards may be mailed to 23309 Club Villas Dr 

Land O Lakes, FL 34639-4168. 

Betty Newberger will turn 88 on July 20th. 
Cards may be mailed to 17206 N US Highway 41 

Lutz, FL 33549-6115. 

Martha Sanderson will turn 88 on July 19th. 
Cards may be mailed to 10401 Green Links Dr 

Tampa, FL 33626-5401 

 

CHRISTIAN SOCIAL SERVICES REOPENS 

July 7, 2020 

They are currently only accepting donations of food. The thrift 
store will reopen, using social distancing guidelines. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

She is active as a youth parent/chaperone, heads up our Acolyte ministry, attends Bible studies, is in our handbell choir, serves 
with out kitchen ministry, and more. We know she is “all in” and loves our church, as it has been her church for 7 years. Vicki Apple 
knows Dee to be smart and cool under pressure, and to have a positive, can-do attitude. She looks forward to working with her.  
 
Vicki, Janell and Austin have dreamed of our church having someone focused on branding our message and creating a cohesive 
offering of print and digital media. They collaborated to create a job description and presented it to SPR. Everyone agrees that to 
do it all well, in an increasingly digital world, and to sustain the online presence we’ve created recently (due to COVID-19), that we 
need to make this a full-time position. Making such a change, however, requires budget meetings, and church council meetings. 
While it is our desire to see this happen soon, we realize it takes time, and we needed to fill the immediate vacancy in the office 
created by Vicki Cabot’s retirement. Luckily, Dee has the flexibility to work part-time, temporarily, while our church leadership 
considers the possibilities of making this a full-time position.  
 
Dee's hiring had the overwhelming support of the SPR Committee, and we hope the whole church will be as excited as we all are, 
to welcome her to our staff. She will work Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and pick up substitute teaching assignments on 
Mondays and Fridays, until such time as the position can be made full-time. Her email address is Dee@FantasticFirst.org, go 
ahead and flood her email with welcome messages, for her first day! 

(Continued from page 2 - Welcome Dee Denham) 
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Stay positive! Keep a smile on your face and a song in your 
heart. Assure others “it will be all right” . . . Because, it will! 

 
“Getting a New Pastor” 

 

Let your new pastor dream his dream. Let him have his own 
vision. Don’t tie him to the previous pastor’s vision. Let the 
previous pastor’s vision go. Let the previous pastor go. 
Release him. Embrace the new. 
 
Let him be himself. He will be different than the previous 
pastor. Appreciate his uniqueness. 
 
Commit to stand with him through the hard times. The 
honeymoon will eventually end. Be committed to him for the 
“long haul”. Put a defense around him. He will be attacked. 
Make sure you’re not one of the attackers. Help protect him 
from the people with a “Jezebel spirit” who want to control and 
manipulate him. 
 
Let him lead. If you are a part of the old staff that remains, give 
him your loyalty. If you are a board member who remains, give 
him full allegiance. Be committed to follow him. 

 
Support him even when he can’t publically explain why he had 
to make certain decisions. Bear in mind that pastors frequently 
cannot defend themselves in order to protect the guilty. They 
have to remain quiet about issues. Often times, they have to 
dismiss a staff member, or remove a lay person from 
leadership (yes even when they first arrive), and yet they 
cannot discuss it. Consequently, the pastor receives criticism. 
If people knew the truth, they would support their pastor. Don’t 
try to be God. Just be quiet and support your pastor. 
 
Release him from being your “best buddy”. He probably won’t 
be. If the church numbers above 100, it is more than he can 
possibly be close to socially. 
 
Let his wife be herself. 
 
Look for opportunities to encourage and affirm him. Find every 
opportunity verbally, by written notes or other ways to 
encourage your pastor. The church will reap huge rewards. 
 
Stay focused on the big picture. With the single exception of a 
pastor denying the reality of Jesus, there has never been a 
church fight that was really worth it. 

(Continued from page 2 - Pastoral Transitions) 

of life fiercely guarded by angels, and a flaming sword, (Genesis 3:24); the way is closed.  
 
To my younger son’s great amusement, many a door into a public building is automatic, a sliding door that opens by sensor. But, 
the art of holding the door still has its place. In Revelation 3:8 are the words, “I have put before you an open door that no one can 
shut.” Who is holding that door? The Savior, Jesus Christ. Salvation can be mapped from Genesis 3, the door into God’s presence 
slammed shut, to Revelation 3, the door into God’s presence held wide open by the Son Himself!  
 
In your life, what doors have been slammed shut? A door closed on a once thriving relationship, a door closed financially, a door 
shut seemingly forever on long-held dreams, ambitions, a door closed on a faith once vibrant and vital? Jesus invites you to give 
that door, seemingly tightly shut for longer than you can remember, another push. For He says, “I have set before you an open 
door that no one can shut.” 
 
The fledgling Philadelphia church described in these verses (Revelation 3:7-10) had, in the world’s eyes, little strength; it is low on 
numbers, possesses limited civic and political influence. Nevertheless, it kept Jesus’ Word, and it would not deny Jesus’ name 
(3:8). It was a church that kept knocking at the door, be it the door of faith sharing, the door of service, the door of growth. In 1911, 
God opened a door that would one day be named FUMC, Lutz and in 2020, Jesus says that door is staying open! 
 
I am honored that God has opened a door to me, and my family, called ‘First UMC, Lutz’. We are excited to discover what doors 
He will open as together we worship, witness, serve, learn, pray, and much more. Jesus says, "I know your works, First, Lutz, and, 
I have set before you an open door that no one can shut.”   
 
All God’s blessings, 
 

Pastor Chris Kirk  

(Continued from page 2 - Pastor Chris) 
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SAYING GOODBYE 
 

Thank you, so much, to Keli Crosland, and the fantastic team that she put together to celebrate  

Pastor Rick and Vicki’s retirement. The decorations were amazing, the food was delicious and all 

the hard work that went into it was evident. 

 

Thank you to Tim Vorhees for the beautiful goodbye  

video that he did.   

 

To see more, go to www.FantasticFirst.org/cabot 
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Celebrate Freedom 

Welcome Kirk Family!Welcome Kirk Family!  

Pastor Chris, Heather, Ethan & CalebPastor Chris, Heather, Ethan & Caleb  


