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A Word From Pastor Rick 

May 2020 
 

Pastor Rick & Vicki Announce Their Retirement 
 

Dear Beloved Church at First Lutz, 
 
Romans 1:7 says (paraphrased), “To all that be in “Lutz” (Rome), beloved of God, called 
to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ." I’m sending this in writing so that those 
who missed last Sunday’s message will have this, and so the rest of you can be reminded of the essence of what we shared. 
If you were unable to watch, I encourage you to go to our website at www.FantasticFirst.org to hear more directly from Vicki 
and me during Sunday’s service. I had thought I was sharing with you early, but April 26th was Announcement Sunday for 
Pastors in the United Methodist Church (I must have had “covid-confusion”! ☺). 
 
Somehow, the scripture above seems the right way to begin this letter to you, my dear brothers and sisters, who have been a 
vital part of my life. Some of you I have known for the 22 years that I have been the Pastor of this great church, some of you I 
have known since you came here and some of you even before coming. 
 
I feel that you have loved me, trusted me and honored me with 22 years worth of growth and service here at First Lutz. My first 
steps as a Senior Pastor were taken here. I have done many baptisms, weddings, funerals and sermons. We have attended 
many fellowship groups, home groups, training meetings, committee meetings and board meetings with you. Through the 
years, Vicki and I have experienced your love. What undeserved privileges we have had! 
 
Looking at you from the platform, you could probably only see my smiles and not the tears. I’ve been flooded with love and 
memories as I looked in to each face. There was hardly anyone I saw whom I have not prayed with, been in their homes, 
baptized, visited at the hospital, etc. I have been involved with many of you in some other ministry situation, such as traveling 
on a mission trip, serving with you on a committee or assisting at a workday, etc., etc., etc. We have laughed hard and cried 
hard together, and we have seen the hand of God moving under the leadership of your great officers and other church 
leaders. 

(Continued on page 7) 

A BIG Welcome to 
Pastor Chris & Heather Kirk 

 
If you read Pastor Rick’s article on this 
same page, or if you saw last Sunday’s 
sermon, then you already know that you 
have a new Pastor on the way. If you did 
not see it, go to www.FantasticFirst.org and 
click on the April 26th sermon. 
 
Pastor Rick & Vicki recently met them, and 
they are so excited for the family at First 
Lutz! You are going to love Pastor Chris & 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Upcoming Baptism 
There are several who have mentioned that they would like to 
be baptized or reaffirmed in their baptism. If you would like to 
be baptized (or reaffirmed), as well, then please let the church 
office know by calling (813) 949-1751, x221. 

 
Virtual Ladies’ Tea Party 

All the ladies of First UMC and their friends and families, are 
invited to join us for a Virtual Tea Party, on May 9th, at 2 PM. 
Just go online to 
www.FantasticFirst.org, scroll down 
and click either the Tea Party button or 
the Zoom button (be sure to turn your 
audio on). Try to go online a few days ahead to test it out. If 
you have problems, call the church office at (813) 949-1751. 

 
Congratulations To Our Graduates 

 
Ashley Buttner - USF Education Degree 

 
Maleah Hildebrand - Land O’ Lakes HS 

 
(Please contact the church office if a graduate’s name is 
missing, so we can honor them in the June newsletter.) 

 
Wonderful Ways to Worship 

Nothing has been as we’ve known it to be since the COVID-19 
safety precautions began. While we are currently asked to stay 
home and to worship online or by television, we look forward to 
the day when we will be able to gather together again as a 
Church family. One of the newest ways to attend church is 
through our website! 
 

What is ZOOM?: 
ZOOM is a modern way of communicating face-to-face 
online. The ZOOM schedule can be found on our website, and 
offers prayer, Sunday School classes, meetings, devotions and 
more. Just follow the directions below. Don’t miss out on the 
fun! Vicki Apple says, “The link is all over our home page, and 
in emails, and can even be texted to family and friends.” 
Questions? Call the church at (813) 949-1751. 
 

How Tos: 
How to Get to our Website: Type in to your computer 
browser www.fantasticfirst.org, and then scroll down and get to 
know us better - there are a lot of offerings. 

How to Get to Free Bible Studies & Videos: Right Now 
Media offers the following: Kid Episodes, Training, Bible 
Studies, Easter, Youth, Marriage, Parenting, Women, Men, 
Books of the Bible, Apologetics, Christian Living, Doctrine & 
Theology, Small Groups, Mental Health & Recovery, College & 
Young Adults, History, Missions & Gospel Outreach, Biblical 
Finance, Work, Science, Worship, Leadership, Popular 
Teachers, Funny Video Clips, Real-Life Stories, Video 
Devotionals and even classes in Spanish! Be sure to check it 
out. This will be a great tool to be enjoyed with your daily 
devotionals! Here’s how to access free Bible studies & 
videos through Right Now Media for ALL AGES:  Go 
online to www.rightnowmedia.com. 
Right Now Media login: media@fantasticfirst.org 
Password: mediaviewer 
 
How to Get to a ZOOM Meeting: On your cell phone or tablet, 
go to your App Store or Play Store; then load the free app 
entitled ZOOM Cloud Meetings. You can do this on your 
computer, but you have to have a camera and a microphone 
connected. Click on Join a Meeting; On the Meeting ID line, it 
should say 440 152 9666 (if not, type it in); then click on Join 
Meeting; click on Join with Video; once connected, you can 
swipe to the left to see who all is connected (may need to 
swipe to the left more than once to see all in the meeting 
room). You can swipe left or right during the meeting to see the 
face of the one who is speaking. When you’re not speaking, 
you can mute your speaker at the bottom left. Just touch the 
screen, and the options appear. 
 

Wednesday Connections - 8 AM & 8 PM 
Enter our Virtual Room through our website at 
www.FantasticFirst.org, then click on the Wednesday 
Connections button to connect, reflect and pray. Questions? 
Contact janell@fantasticfirst.org. 
 

Congratulations To 
Natalie & Mark Gomillion on 
becoming grandparents again! Justice 
Allegra Gomillion came into this 
world on April 19th, weighing in at 7 lb 
and 7 ounces, was 21-1/4” long and 
born to Travis & Natalie! 
Congratulations to Great Grandma, 
Vera Goodchild, too! Welcome to our world, little one!  

(Continued on page 5) 

Church News 
“...Your face, Lord, I will seek.” Psalm 27:8 

Justice with her daddy! 
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Discipleship Opportunities 

F U N  

Tuesdays 

@ 2:0
0 

To participate in any of our Discipleship Op-
portunities, enter our Virtual Room through 
our website: 
FantasticFirst.org, then click on the 
Zoom Meeting Icon 

WHAT IS RIGHTNOW MEDIA?  Think Netflix meets Jesus. RightNowMedia is a subscription-

based website (or app) that contains nothing but Bible-based teachings, studies, kid friendly videos, music 
and more. Much of the video-based curriculum that we use comes from RNM. And, because First Lutz 
has a subscription, we are able to provide our congregants with the logon information. So, check it out - 
they’ve got everything from Bibleman videos to series on marriage and communication to Overcoming 
Anxiety during COVID-19 and a whole lot more! 
 

RightNowMedia.org       User: media@fantasticfirst.org      Password: mediaviewer 

All kids, 3 years through 4th grade (and their parents) are invited to 
join us for Praising in Our PJs! It’s a FUN-tastic time of games, 
sharing and important messages about God. Each week, we start our 
time with a crazy activity - like a Palm Sunday Pet Parade, Show ‘N 
Tell, a Scavenger Hunt or a Sidewalk Chalk Art Show! Then, we work 
on our Memory Verse and talk about an important message from 
God. Kids are challenged to F.R.O.G. - Fully Rely On God each 
week, no matter what our circumstances may be!   
 

Praising In Our PJs gives our kiddos a time to meet together, and 
then we break into our Family Groups for our lesson time. PreK & K 
Kids will watch the lesson video titled, “First Sin”, found on both 
YouTube and YouTube Kids. 
 

1st - 4th Graders will grab their Bibles and sit down with Mom and 
Dad to check out Crossroad Kids’ Club’s latest Kid’s Club Family 
Experience video posted on both YouTube and YouTube Kids. 

DISCIPLESHIP OFFERINGS via ZOOM  

Anxious for Nothing Bible Study by Max Lucado:  
 Monday, 6pm with Bev Owen (FULL) 
 Tuesday, 10am with Lynn Bordelon 
 Wednesday, 9am with Janell Lockhart (FULL) 
 Wednesday, 6pm with Frank Hearne (FULL) 
 
New Bible Study offering coming the week of May 10th - 
watch our E-News for more information. 
 
Men’s Prayer Time, Saturday, 8:30a 
Kingdom Men Sunday School, Sunday, 9am 
Sisters In Christ Sunday School, Sunday, 10:30a 
Heart to Heart Sunday School, Sunday, 9:45a Contact 
Rebecca Lehman (727) 543-1005 for meeting info 
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Upper Rooms Are In 

If you would like a current Upper Room booklet, please email 
Vicki Apple at vicki@fantasticfirst.org, and she will be happy to 
mail you one. 
 

Our Heartfelt Condolences are Extended To 
Brenda Folsom and loved ones on the loss of her Mom’s 
(Mary Ellen) husband, Rick. Please pray that the whole family 
will be surrounded in Christ’s love from support and prayers of 
others. Cards may be sent to 2812 Cypress Bowl Road, Lutz, 
FL  33558. 
 

Ministries that are Still Happening 
Bible Classes: We are offering classes and sharing times 
through the ZOOM app (see Page 4 for class offerings and 
the above paragraph for how to become involved and how to 
get on ZOOM).  
Prayer Ministry: Did you know there’s a team of Prayer 
Warriors waiting to pray for and with you? Here’s how to 
submit prayer requests: Write them & place them in the Prayer 
Box on the Usher Table in the back of the Sanctuary, and then 
e-mail them to prayer4first@gmail.com, call the church office 
at 949-1751 or submit them on our website: http://
www.fantasticfirst.org/prayer. Please send updates and praise 
reports to Christine (757.608.8539) or Natalie (813.382.0594). 
Online Giving: Did you know that you can give online? E-
Giving is available at fantasticfirst.org. FMI, call Vicki Apple at 
(813) 949-1751. 
Worship Arts Department of Fantastic First: The music 
team is ministering with devotions and times of prayer through 
e-mail. If you’d like to join them, email cliff@fantasticfirst.org. 
 

Youth Group 
Keep Growing & Get Connected 

LOFT LAB - Living Out Faith Together is posted every 
Sunday! Our Series: Discovering the nuts and bolts to an 
adventure with God! 
 
ZOOM Meetings at 
FantasticFirst.org: 
 Youth - Wednesdays, 3pm - 

with Matt Sargent 
 5 & 6th Graders - Thursdays, 

7pm - with Sherry Rodriguez 
 
“Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not 
acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But 
solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have 
trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.” 
Hebrews 5:13-14 
 

May - Volunteer of the Month 
The United Methodist Men are pleased to announce that Tim 
Vorhees has been chosen as our Volunteer of the Month for 
May! Tim and his wife, Karen, have been members since 
2014, and they have two fantastic sons - Jackson (16) and 
Kirby (15). Tim serves in many ways! Here are just a few: 
 
He has served on the Board of Trustees for several years, 
barbequed for our Youth group, offered his home for baptisms 
and Youth Progressive Dinners 
and was a part of the Celebrate 
Jesus community-wide outreach. 
 
Tim has always been helpful for 
tasks at hand, or special needed 
projects. He has helped Pastor 
Rick when heavy lifting is 
required, trying not to let the old 
man do too much, LOL. But 
seriously looking out for our 
crazy pastor who still climbs 
roofs and tries to lift too much. 
When the dock was in MUCH 
need of repair, Tim and his sons 
made it into kind of a Vorhees & Sons church workday (along 
with Col. Jeff Price) and really helped take care of a 
dangerous problem, replacing many of the bad boards and 
rails at that time. 
 
Our Cuba mission trip team leader, Lynn Bordelon, has this to 
say: “My heart is happy when I know that Tim is working with 
me. He has been a vital team member on the last two Cuba 
mission trips to our sister church, and he definitely has a heart 
for Cuba! Last year, he took Jackson for a father-son bonding 
experience, and this year he took Jackson & Kirby for that full-
immersion of faith bonding experience that is beyond words. 
I'm sure he, and the boys, will attest to the unexplained love 
that deepens the Christian bonds shared when there is 
nothing else to distract us from focusing on Christ as we do in 
Cuba. Tim has been a vital part, a right-hand man, to me in 
getting the team ready for our trip. Probably without knowing 
it, he was able to help me train new people by sharing his 
personal stories, taking a leap of faith on giving a devotional 
that he termed "Devotional from the book of Timothy, by 
Timoteo". He also spent hours on video camera work and 
editing to share our trips with the congregation. Tim is always 
committed to the task at hand and follows through with a 
better outcome than I would have ever expected. Thank you, 
Tim, for your love of Christ and for sharing your gifts and 
family with us!” 
 
Additionally, Tim has been our champion regarding the cell  

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Heather! They are praying for each other’s family and each other’s church family, as we all prepare for God’s next adventures for 
us. 
 
As a way of introduction, Pastor Chris was born in England, growing up in Leicester, right in the center of the U.K. He gave his life 
to Christ the spring of 1986 and was almost immediately gripped by the Biblical command, “Let God demonstrate His sovereign 
power!” (Zechariah 4:6). Over the next few years he had a spell working as a cattle-hand on an Israeli Kibbutz (including 
Christmas spent in Bethlehem), a summer serving in a Tanzanian leprosy village and three months working on the Jersey shore 
(Ocean Grove, New Jersey). This latter experience, coming part way through his Masters’ degree, was his first visit to the United 
States. His love of the country was born! Thankfully, Heather, his wife, shared this same affection, having already enjoyed two 
extensive USA trips prior to them meeting. Pastor Chris and Heather were married in Bristol, England in 1993, two days after April 
Fools’ Day. 10 years later their family grew, Ethan being born in Sheffield, England. He is now in 10th grade. The family grew 
again with the arrival of Caleb, currently in 3rd grade, who was born in Safety Harbor, Florida. Yes, they have one Brit and one 
American! 
 
Pastor Chris attended Wesley Seminary in Bristol, England. More recently, he took some classes at Asbury Theological Seminary 
in Orlando. Since making their home in Florida in 2006, he has pastored four different United Methodist Churches; Callahan, Palm 
Harbor, Keystone (Odessa) and most recently Homosassa. Pastor Chris’ interests include Disney, football (soccer!) namely 
Leicester City, movies, travel and trying to keep up with his boys on Mario Kart 8 or Castle Crashers. Pastor Chris says, “I am 
honored that God has called me to serve at Fantastic First, Lutz. I am truly looking forward to getting to know you, starting this 
summer!” 
 
See you soon - Pastor Chris 

(Continued from page 2 - Pastor Chris Kirk) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
tower power project. In the midst of so many other things, he 
continues to help us walk through a maze of many issues. Yes, 
there is still more to be done, and Tim is after it! Pages could be 
written about his volunteer efforts on this one cause alone. 
 
Pages could also be written on what Tim has done to help our 
church have such a creative delivery of our Sunday morning 
messages during this Covid-19 crisis. THANK GOD FOR TIM. 
 
Yep, that’s our Tim! We love him and can’t say enough good 
things! We are thankful for all he does for Jesus here at 
Fantastic First! 
 
 

Milestone Birthdays (Age 85+) 
 

Lorraine Dabney will turn 88 on May 27th 
(Cards may be mailed to Lorraine at 

14945 Norcross Lane, Odessa, FL 33556) 

(Continued from page 5) 

 

Videos Available on 
www.FantasticFirst.org & FaceBook 

 
Enter our Virtual Room through our website 

at FantasticFirst.org, then click on 
the button you wish to view: 

 
Sundays - Sermons/Messages 
Mondays - Devotionals with Pastor Rick 
Wednesdays - Youth with Matt Sargent 
Fridays - Friday Fun Facts with Vicki Apple 
 

Archives are available at www.FantasticFirst.org/Videos 
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As I stand on the shoulders of others before me, I feel like I 
have been carried and cheered for by some really great and 
loving people. YOU! Most Pastors can only dream of being 
loved and nurtured the way I have been by this church. Vicki, 
Missy and John-Michael have also been blessed by that same 
love and support and the privilege of living in your beautiful 
parsonage, with a lake view second to none. 
 
And now, it is time to retire. June 30th will be my last day. How 
will Vicki and I survive without you?!? How could we make this 
decision? Only by the grace and peace that comes from God 
our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ through the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit! We can leave in peace and joy, 
knowing that God will strengthen you and keep you. 
 
We are overjoyed that the District Superintendent and the 
Bishop are appointing a like-minded Pastor. One who will 
continue to faithfully deliver the Word of God to you and who 
intends to keep the church on a biblically-centered course. 
Please keep him and his family in your prayers as they will be 
making a transition in their lives, as well. 
 
One of the many things we learned in the Christian retirement 
seminars we have attended is that there are three stages of 
retirement. They are: 
 

The “Go Go” stage, 
The “Slow Go” stage, and 

The “No Go” stage! 
 

While we are slowing down some, we do hope that we may 
still have some time left in our “Go Go” stage to enjoy exciting 
mission trips, to play at the beach, to watch beautiful sunsets 
without having to rush back to work, to travel the world and to 
enjoy our families, kids and our four beautiful “grand”children! 
 
God has not changed. The same God Who has called you to 
serve Him under my leadership now calls you to continue 
under your new Pastor. I encourage you to find your place to 
volunteer, roll up your sleeves and make First Lutz greater 
than she has ever been! You have truly been called “to do the 
work of the ministry”. Ephesians 4:11-13 says, “And he gave 
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ.” In essence, this passage says that you 
are to mature so that you can do the work of the ministry. 
 
There is NOTHING you could ever say or do to honor me 
more than for you to seek until you find the places of ministry 
that God has for you in your church. There is also nothing you 
could ever say or do to bring YOU more fulfillment. 

 
Continue to stand 
fast, putting Christ 
first in all things. 
Stand against the 
tide of a culture 
who has forgotten 
Christ and 
forgotten how to 
follow His Word. 
 
The rules of the 
United Methodist 
Church require that 
when a Pastor is 
moved to another 
church or retires, 
they can no longer perform weddings and funerals or worship 
in the church they were serving. This is with good cause in 
order to enable the successor to have the important bonding 
experiences that he and the church need. 
 
In closing, we recently heard a song on the radio that 
summarizes my and Vicki’s heart’s desire. We believe this is a 
part of the call of every Christian, and we hope you can 
embrace it as your own. The song is entitled “Nobody”, sung 
by Casting Crowns, and the chorus says it all. It’s what the call 
of God has been on each of our lives. While we’re all far from 
perfect, this song indicates what our desire should be. It is 
important for every believer to allow others to see Christ in 
them. 
 

“Nobody” 
 

Why You ever chose me, Has always been a mystery . . . 
 

I’m just a nobody, trying to tell everybody, 
All about Somebody Who saved my soul, 

Ever since You rescued me, 
You gave my heart a song to sing, 

I’m living for the world to see nobody but Jesus, 
 I’m living for the world to see nobody but Jesus. 

 

So let me go down, down, down in history, 
As another blood-bought faithful member of the family, 
And if they all forget my name, well, that’s fine with me 
I’m living for the world to see nobody but Jesus! 

 
Rejoice with us, and please keep us in your fervent prayers as 
we journey into this new chapter of our lives. You will forever 
be in our hearts! 
 
As always, you are loved, 

(Continued from page 2 - Pastor Rick & Vicki Retire) 
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